
 

 

 

 
Leicestershire LINk Report for Adults, Communities and Health 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee regarding both the Day Case and 
Endoscopy Unit for St Luke’s Hospital.  
 
1. Purpose:  

The purpose of this report is to draw the Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s attention to the 
many concerns Leicestershire LINk members from the Harborough District have over the 
delay in the Day Case and Endoscopy Unit for St Luke’s Hospital. 
 
2. Recommendations: 

 
The Committee 
 

 consider the concerns and issues raised by LINk members 

 ensure the Day Case and Endoscopy unit for St Luke’s Hospital is in place no later 

than January 2012 

 gain reassurance that the mistakes the Trust have made will not happen again and all 

future work on this area will be communicated openly and transparently to all 

residents in Market Harborough 

3. Background 

A number of LINk members responded to the email sent by the LINk and highlighted their 
disappointment in the Trust’s handling of the situation. The Trust has recently admitted to a 
range of errors which has led to the work at St Luke’s Hospital being delayed even further. 
Those that have contacted the LINk have stated that the residents of Harborough have lost 
all confidence in the situation and demand far greater openness and transparency in what 
actually took place and the way forward. 
 
4.  Concerns and Comments Received from LINk Members 

The following issues have been drawn to the LINk’s attention: 
 

 The hiring of Modcon UK Ltd 

A LINk member has highlighted that Modcon UK Ltd was only legally registered in October 
2010, and therefore had no UK trading history which questions why the Trust decided to 
tender with the company. 
 

 No Bank Guarantee in place/ financial due diligence not been done as part of 

the evaluation process  

A number of LINk members have expressed their shock that the requirement for a financial 
bond requirement was not in place. It is has also been brought to our attention that the 
financial bond was deleted from the contract signed with Modcon UK Ltd. Furthermore, the 
fact that this only became common knowledge to the senior management and Board in May 
2010 after the contract had been signed was a huge concern. 



 

 The internal audit  

Many members requested that the findings of internal audit are made fully available. 
 
5. Conclusion 

The overall disappointment from our membership in Harborough is very high. It is important 
that the Trust is open and transparent and communicate why this unfortunate situation took 
place. Furthermore, it is extremely significant to note the piece of work is not complete and in 
order to gain reassurance from residents in Harborough, the Trust will need to communicate 
clearly what actions they intend to undertake and ensure the units are in place no later than 
January 2012. 
 
The waste of resources in the planning and the execution has extended the period of 
uncertainty for those who will be affected by the changes in NHS services - many of them 
elderly and who live at the southern end of the town and will have longer and possibly more 
complex journeys to access services. 
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